ABSTRACT: Literature suggests that many nurses fail to address patients' spiritual needs and/or identify signs of spiritual distress. A study was conducted to explore whether nurses in a tertiary care medical center possessed the knowledge to assess patients' spirituality and design and implement a plan of spiritual care. The Spiritual Care Competence Scale was used to assess competence in the following aspects of spiritual care: assessment and implementation; professionalization and improving quality; personal support and patient counseling; referral; attitude towards patient spirituality; and communication of spiritual needs.

